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* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Karlyn Schnapp on July 28, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Title, "Durable Laminate and Method of Making and Using Same" has been 
deleted and replaced by -Multi-layered Opaque Thermally Imaged Label-. 

In claim 1, lines 21 and 22, "active direct thermal layer" has been deleted and replaced by 
-direct thermal top coat layer—. 

2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and agreed 
upon by applicant: Numerals 1 and 10 need to be added to the specification as they are discussed 
in the specification but are not presented in the figures. In order to avoid abandonment of the 
application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement filed October 2, 2003 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because a list was not submitted containing the 
two U.S. references cited. It has been placed in the application file. The Examiner has listed the 
U.S. references on a Notice of References Cited included herewith as the patents were reviewed 
by the Examiner on November 11, 2005. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/678,02 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1772 

Terminal Disclaimer 

4. The terminal disclaimer filed on June 29, 2006 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on this application, which would extend beyond the expiration date of Application 
10/678,020 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record fails to teach or suggest the recited multi-layered opaque 
thermally imaged label. Independent claim 1 identifies the uniquely distinct features of a 
substrate that include an opaque non-cavitated polyester substrate coated with active direct 
thermal layer of non-stoichiometric aluminum oxide, followed by a primer layer, a direct thermal 
top coat, color coating layers and a radiation curable topcoat. The bottom of the substrate is 
coated with a chemically resistant pressure sensitive adhesive that is protected by a silicone- 
coated release liner. The closest prior art of record, Gao et al (USPN 6,649,318), disclose a 
multi-layered laminate construction, which either singularly or in combination, fail to anticipate 
or render obvious the above limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Nordmeyer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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1496. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 7:00-4:30 & alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Y. Pyon can be reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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